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1. This international preliminary examination report has been prepared by this International Preliminary Examining 
Authority and is transmitted to the applicant according to Article 36. 



2. This REPORT consists of a total of 



sheets, including this cover sheet. 



r-j This report is also accompanied by ANNEXES, i.e., sheets of the description claims and/or drawings which have 
I— I been amended and are the basis for this report and/or sheets containing rectifications made before this Authority 
(see Rule 70.16 and Section 607 of the Administrative Instructions under the PCT). 



These annexes consist of a total of _ 



sheets. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 
Basis of the report 
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Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statemem under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 
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1. Basis of the report 



1 This rcDOrt has been drawn on tlie basis of (Rephcemeni sheets y^hich have been furnished lo the receiving Office in response to an invitation 
"m-"^^^^^^^ as ■ orisinaUy filed" and are no, onne^d to the report since they do no, conta.n amendntenls.): 

the international application as originally filed, 

the description, pages ' '^^ . as originally filed, 

pages , filed with the demand, 

pages _J , fiied with the letter of 

pages . ^ile^ ^'^^ °^ ' 



^ the claims. 



Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 
Nos. 



1 -24 



, as originally filed, 

, as amended under Ajticle 19, 

, filed with the demand, 

, filed with the letter of 

, filed with the letter of 



I I the drawings, 



sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 
sheets/fig 



, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 
, filed with the letter of 
, filed with the letter of 



2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

I I the description, pages 

I I the claims, Nos. 



[~| the drawings, sheets/fig 



I— 1 This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been considered 
■ ' — ' to go beyond the disclosure as filed, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 



4. Additional observations, if necessary: 
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Y. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Industrial applicability (lA) 

2. Citations and explanations 

1. Reference is made to the following document: 

Dl: WO 95/18879 A (Sensors and Synergy SA; Dupuis 
Olivier; Delvaux Mary Helene) 13 July 1995 
(1995-07-13) . 

2, The present application relates to a photosensitive 
dispersion, which has an adjustable viscosity, for 
depositing metal on an insulating substrate, and the 
use of same. 

Document Dl, which is considered to be the prior art 
closest to the subject matter of claim 1, describes 
(the references between parentheses apply to said 
document) : 



Claims 1-24 YES 

Claims NO 

Claims IZII 

Claims NO 

Claims 1-24 yES 

Claims NO 



a polymeric resin, which has an adjustable 
viscosity and pH, for depositing catalytic 
palladium on a substrate, which resin contains a 
combination of a palladium salt, a complex- 
forming agent, a polymer, a basic compound and a 
solvent selected from water, methanol and 
ethanol . 
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It follows that the subject matter of claim 1 
differs from this known dispersion in that it 
contains a pigment that confers oxidation-reduction 
properties under light irradiation. 

By using this pigment^ it is possible to produce 
dispersions that no longer require the use of a 
noble metal such as palladium but, instead, use 
other metals, which are more common and less 
expensive. . The photosensitivity of said dispersions 
is increased to a wavelength range of 190 to 450 nm 
(compared with 190 and 300 nm in the prior art 
dispersion) and the irradiation energy required is 
much weaker (less than 100 mJ/cm^) . 

It follows that the claim 1 fulfils the requirements 
of PCT Article 33(2) and 33(3). 

3. Claims 2-23, which are dependent on claim 1, as well 
as claim 24, which claims a metal-depositing method 
using a dispersion as per the invention, also 
fulfil, as such, the PCT requirements of novelty and 
inventive step. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box V) (January 1994) 



